the pH 9.7 medium gave higher bacterial counts than the pH 7.3 medium did as shown by the cross marks in Fig. 1 . All bacteria isolated on the pH 9.7 medium throughout seasons were able to grow on both pH 9.7 and pH 7.3 media. Alkalophilic bacteria,3-5) which do not grow at neutral pH, were not found among them. However, it is notable that, from early summer to autumn, many bacteria isolated on the pH 9.7 medium showed a slightly better growth at pH 9.7 than at pH 7.3. In particular, the growth of the predominant bacteria was very poor at pH 7.3 in a pure culture.
The present results indicate that the use of an alkaline medium may be important for counting and isolating aerobic heterotrophic bacteria in highly eutrophic waters, where the pH value increases to about 10 in the daytime in summer.
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